
WHAT SHOULD I DO IN THE
EVENT OF A BLACKOUT? 
Information and tips for the population
from the administrative district 
of Ravensburg 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Fire brigade, rescue service: 112
Police: 110

Emergency meeting point* organised locally: 

* Various municipalities offer „emergency meeting points“. 
These serve as a first point of contact in emergencies. Emer-
gency calls can be made there and current information on the 
general situation can be obtained. It is also possible to heat 
up baby food, for example. Please ask your local authority in 
advance about the availability or location of an emergency 
meeting point. Sometimes this may be the town hall or fire 
station itself.

ATTENTION:  Emergency meeting points do not operate as 
supply centres for the distribution of food. This is primarily  
the responsibility of each individual.

Legal and content-related information:

The above information was compiled for you by the Ravens-
burg District Office, Civil Protection and Crisis Management 
Unit to the best of its knowledge and belief. 

Therefore, all legal claims are excluded. Rather, this infor-
mation is intended to make it easier for you to prepare for a 
possible blackout. 

You can also obtain further important 
tips and information at

www.bbk.bund.de/EN and 
www.schritt-fuer-schritt-krisenfit.de

Imprint:
Ravensburg District
Civil Protection and Crisis Management Unit
www.rv.de/b

Last amended: 11/2022

WHAT IS A BLACKOUT?

A blackout is a prolonged and widespread power failure lea-
ding to widespread infrastructure failures in a region over a 
period of more than 24 hours. 

• Lights, 

• heating, 

• telephone, 

• refrigerator, 

• water supply and sewage disposal,  

• mobile phone network, 

• petrol stations, 

• ATMs, 

• etc.. 

stop functioning properly.

HOW DO I RECOGNISE A BLACKOUT?

In the first few minutes, a blackout looks like a normal power 
failure. Electrical appliances and lights do not work. Checking 
the fuse box reveals no irregularities. It becomes apparent 
that the blackout has not been triggered by an overload or a 
short circuit in your own home. 

There is also no electricity in the neighbourhood. Traffic 
lights and street lamps are no longer working. A blackout 
lasts for several hours, days or even weeks.

If a significant portion of the power supply network has been 
affected, the authorities inform the population by radio, 
loudspeaker announcements and – to the extent that this is 
still possible – via the warning app NINA. 

HOW DO I BEHAVE 
IN THE EVENT OF  
A BLACKOUT?
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